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FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


Mr. Editor.—In the Christian Secretary of Nov. 14th 
is an article signed G. on which | wish to make a few an- 
imadversions. The writer of the piece states that the 
narrative which it contains was communicated to a circle 
of christian friends, by a worthy brother in the ministry, 
and concludes that it ought to be published “as a warning 
to sinners to beware how they fight against God.” ‘The 
narrative commences thus ;— 


“In the town of , God was pleased to pour out his 
Spirit on the inhabitants, and about one hundred persons 
embraced the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ, made 
profession of their faith, and were baptized.” 





The relater has here assumed two positions as facts, for 
which we have nothing but his bare assertion. He may 
be honest, but nevertheless liable to deception as other 
men.—That God was pleased to pour out his Spirit on 
the inhabitants of the place to which he alludes, in a 
more special manner, than on others, is an assumption 
which requires some proof, a circumstance to which he 
appears to have paid no attention whatever. That one 
hundred persons were baptized, and joined a church, or 
churches, called Christian is at best but presumptive tes- 
timony, that they “embraced the religion of Jesus Christ.” 
Until this is proved, the whole of the inferences gathered 
from the subsequent story are but the shadow of a shade, 

The relatet then states that in the place of which he 
had just spoken were three young men, who so far oppos- 
ed “this blessed influence, that they attempted to throw 
stumbling blocks in the way of the young converts.” 

We are not informed of what these stumbling blocks 
eonsisted, which they atlempied to throw in the way of 
the youug converts, nor is the information deemed oi 
much importance by the narrator, who appears to deal 
pretty much in generals. And it may here be remarked 
as a fact worthy of notice, that not a word is sid relative 
to the current character and conduct of these infidel 
young men, as they are called, 

The relation is thus continued ;— 

“In the midst of the revival, it pleased a holy and jeal- 


{ous God to lay the heavy hand of his judgment on one of 
these young men.” 
| It may here be noticed, that G. acknowledges in the 
introductory paragraph, that “the fietions which are so 
common in the minds av! conversation of the ignorants 
are most common among those who do noi belreve in the 
revelation God hath given of hie Sou.” So far he is evi- 
dently in the right, and let his own words decide the case. 
I now ask by what authority his informant states that 
this sudden illness is a mark of the heavy hand of the 
judgment of God? Well would it be for those who thus 
hrandish the sword of vengeance over those whom they 
consider as the foes of God and man, to learn of a catholic 
a lesson of wisdom, in the following words ;— 
“Let not this weak, unknowing hand 
Presume thy bolts to throw, 
And deal damnat:on round the land, 
On each I judge thy foe.” 


But permit me to ask by what rule men term cireum- 
stances of this character heavy judgments in one case, 
while in others they are only inscrutable providences ?— 
Are no instances of distressing and incurable maladies, 
or sudden deaths by lightning, earthquake, inundation, 
fire, and shipwreck, known to have occurred among those 
who are designated as the children of God? You who 
have sense, and candor, and feeling, answer to Gud and to 
your own seuls, 

The narrator states that the young man was taken sud- 
denly ill, and that 


“His distress of mind seemed no less than that of 
his body, and he cried out in horror of sou]—*Must 
I die? must I die? Must T go to hell? must I goto 
hell can | bear hell: can I bear hell” with a voice so 
loud and shrill, that he was heard at a distance from his 
dwelling. He continued thus to exclaim during six days, 
and then died. So ended the mortal race of this contem- 
ner of God.” 


But on what authority does he prove that these dread- 
ful forebodings were founded in truth? Nothing appears 
| to support them better than the fears by which they were 
eugendered. It is stated in another place, that “from one 
of them, if not from all of them, His Spirit was with- 
drawn.” The scriptures represent the Spirit of God as 
the spirit of truth—if this were absent, by what spirit did 
the young man speak, and what was his foundation for 
the fear of a hell in another state of existence? Not the 
Spirit of truth, most certainly. 

In the case of Elymas the Sorcerer, who was struck 
with blindness by an apostle, we find no denunciation of a 
future hell. When Ananias and Sapphira lied to the 
| Holy Spirit, not a lisp ef endless torture fe}l from the lips 
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eee 


of tie aposte. 


they bad vo! so learued Christ, gor did 
he thus conduct, who prayed for lis murderers, por Ste- 
phen, who was put to death by those whem he accused of 
resisting the Holy Spiit, as did their fathers. 

Paul, when speaking of the stiff-necked and rebellious 
Jews, who killed the Prince of Peace, and strove to arrest 
the progress of the gospel, says-——*As concern ng the gos- 
pel, they are enemies for your sakes; but as touching the 
election, they are beloved for the father’s sakes,” 
God hati concluded them all ia unbelief, ihat he might 


have mercy upon all.” 


Are the fears and evil forehodines of men, relative to 


their temporal concerns, which do somel/imes occur, a cer- 


tain prognostic that they will be varified? 


logic dare any man affirm, that the fears of the ignoraut 


respecting a state of torture in a future state. of whack the 


book of revelation gives us no account, will be realized 


Did the doubts of Abraham and Sarah, or of 7 ae :arias 


defeat the promise of God’ Or did the terrific fears which 


haunted the minds of Joseph’s brethren, implant a spirit 


. 
; 


of vengeance in the breast of 


rect in saying, Ail these things are aguinst me: Let the 


Scriptuarian answer. 


But how does allthis affair agree with Baptist princi- 


ples ? If | know any thing of the foundation principles o 
their church, they are Calvinisite---the sum of which ts 


that to some “ihe entrance into life is blocked up.” The 


doctrine of sovereign grace, or election, takes not the least 


covnizance, or “foresight of faith or zood works.” 
thing relating to the final destiny of man ts predetermined, 
and, asa logical and irresistible consequence, if any one 
be finally lost, it is because God determined it, and not be- 
cause mau has sinned. 
the conclusion, for the writings of its advocates confirm it 

I ask then, in view of these principles, with what pro 


priety is this story told, and the inferences deduced? fi 


whose destiny is fixed, or require impossibilities, under 


the dread of future misery for nou-performance ? 
mock with the specious, but hypecritical offers of salva 
tion, people of whom it is said, “if they are not elected 
they will indeed perish ?” 


“For! ful threatentug,--] will laugh at their 


oseph ? Or was Jacob cor- 


Every 





versaries, anda hell of liquid fava ina tuture world, as 
the portion of many, is considered as the most certaia 
method of causing a revival, and peopling the church 


with such converts as mizht be expected, the slaves of ig 


norance, and consequent jear. 


This course appears to be your chotce, as the two last 





paragraphs conclusively evince. For we read ;-— 


*On one of their associates God was fulfitlme hts dread- 
calam'ty, | will 
mock wheu their fear cometh. God had called, but they 
had refused ; he had stretched out his hand, but they hag 
not reyarded.” 

It has been a uniform practice with the preachers of 


terror, to press into their service pas-ages of ser 


infture as 


‘ 


If it be} pomting toa future state, whose connexon proved con 
answered, No, as it certainly must be, by what rule of 


clusively, that such was not the purpose of the original 


text. Such is the ase of the passage before us. It ts not 
for me to say whether this is through ignorance or design-~ 
charity would suggest the former, althongh in a professed 
s}preacher of the gospel, such ignorance is nearly if not 
juite taexcusable, 

You represent the quotation from the proverbs as “God's 


1 


—. 1, same P sti ” 
lread{ul threatening. 


With as good authority might 
The 


wisdom, personl- 


you apply any other proverb to the samme purpose, 


words quoted are put into the mouth of 


tied, agre able to the firures of speech in use among the 
') Hebrews of those days, of which any man may satisfy 


s{himself by reading the first chapter. 


Without entering into a minute detail of all the reasons 





really tobe urged in this place, suffice it to mquire, if the 


character of God be any where in seriptare represented 


as that of a tantalizing fyrant, mocking the cries and yroane 


of his afflicted creatures, and lawgs ine, with extra-savace 


No art, no sophistry can evade 


VW hy 


barbarity, at the totally helpless and hopel ss’ It is not 
the character of the God whem we worship, who is repre- 
-jsented as “full of compassion,” who will not contend for- 
-jever, because the spirit of man is not constituted to bear 


t| it---ceaseless content.on would result in annihilation 
be as a warning to sinners, why insult those with hopes 


" After stating that the Spirit of God was withdrawn, 
and that consequent despair had siezed with its “unyield- 
-}mal hell yawned before him.” Well do L appreciate his 


Full 
well do I recollect the shapeless phantoms conjured up 


»{dreadful forebodings, and his superstitious fears. 





A word to Mr. Grosvenor, through whose advice this) bya warm imagination, heated by repeatedly hearing oi 


tale appears to be published, may not be improper. Yor 
are probably sensible of being placed in a delicate situa 


tion. 


fulness; or, m plain English, because the 


was retrograding in this place. It is « xpected that throug] 
your labors, the past 
church again become flourishing. Even admitting tha 
you had no other motive than to obtain a living amon: 
them, you must Cesire their prosperity, and the questior 


is, by what means is this to be acer mplished ? 


of terror, inculcating a fear of God and the Deyil as ad- 


saptist cause 


Treses will be regained, and the 


A system 


i: the shrieks of the damned, and the “worm that n«vrer dies,” 


-, long before I learned that “God is Love,” and that he 


fou mus 428 aware ‘ ; n — . o . 
You must be aware that your predecessor was chastizes for our profit, that we might be partakers of his 
voted out of the charch on the plea of having lost his use- 


‘holiness. TV shall never forget my feelings, and am truly 
thankful that no such horrid fears are justified in the 


1} ook of iaspiration. 


You close this paragraph by ask'ng---“Whither? O 
whither, fled his spirit *” 


‘ ry 4 
The wise man, whose words 


have already been quoted, informs us, that the body re- 


{turns to dust, and the spirit to God who gave it. Whether 


a state of consciousness immediate ly follows the dissolution 





of the body, is a doubt in my mind. 


If you think the 


iug---ETEVNAL grasp, on bis heart.” you state that “a dis- 
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Kinz of israel was tgnarant of the matter, perhaps you 
ean suit yourself with another reply, 

Relative to the worm which nerer dies, [have only to 
say, that the form of expression seems te be an improve- 
ment on scripture, for the benefit of orthodoxy; or at 
least, in alteration for the purpose of building up a cer- 
fain tenet, withont which erthodoxy would come down to 
the level of prim:tive chrisienity. ‘The “worm that dieth 
not,” spoken of by our Lord, (as e nnected with the val- 
ley of the Son of Hinnom. or Gehenna, a place near Je- 
rusalem, im which dead carcasses of malefactors, and the 
filth of the city were destroyed hy fire, after being food 
for worms.) is most certamly dead. While the valley of 
Tovhet was used for these parueses, the worms sul sisted, 


and did not die for want of sustenance, nor did the fire 


go out jor want of fuel, nor was if quenched, hecause it 
Was In continual use, 


CG 
nu 


You can heve a varaliel case if 
meededi, which willseitie the question defintely. 

Of the import of a porton of your closing paragraph, | 
Render 


am doubtful. 


because there is wrath, boware, lest he take thee awav 
mith a stroke, 
thee.” Why 


think ill, or werk 1? 


and then a great ransom connot deliver 


beware beeau e there is Jore 2 Does love 
Aud is any anxious te be delivered 
from Him whois Love: 


It ts obvionsly true that “now is the accepted time, now 


is the Cay oY salvation.” ht will remain while the Chris- 


‘tian dispensati Shonld another dispensation sue 


m iasts, 


geed this, which isto result in giving up the mediator al! 


kinedom to God, even the Father, when Siod shal! be all 


in al}, it is possible ‘hal may be a day of damnation. Un- 
til that event shall happen, it will be true as it now is, or 
Was uw ti 


1 ay 


ostolie age, that this is the day of salvation. 


Farnestly desiring to promote peace on earth, and estab. 


lish good will am meek, permit me to offer you the ad- 


tu 
vice whieh is nowes 


All who 


ance on their 


ied by some knowledge of tne serip- 
tures. profess the christian name, urge repent 
hearers The motive toa Os pe l repentance 
is the GoopNess 0f Ged which LEADETA lo repentance.--- 
Nothing but love wil: lead to love, and, as saith an apostle, 


on ree 
iS ye 
us. Mhis, 


men to that repentence which needs no af- 


We love him, because he first loved and thi 
only, will lead 
ter repentance---Love to God and ma, and a 
of life. 


ef pleasantness, and bring many 


reformation 
That you may see the ways of wisdom to be ways 
souls to the knowledge 
and love of gospel truth, is the earnest Ucsire of, Sir, yours, 
L. D. 

P.S. A worl to the editor of the Seceretary.---Pluris 
est oculatus lestis unus, quam auriti decom. Thereiore, 
your additional testimony, being no more than an echo otf 
the jormer, can answer but one purpose, viz. to deceive. 

— an 
CHRISTIANITY. 

Its precepts are no other than such es physicians pre- 
scribe for the health of our bodies; as politicians would 
allow to be needful for the peace of the state ; as Epicu- 
rian philosophers recommend for the tranquillity of our 
minds, aud pleasures of our lives; such as reason dictates, 
and daily shows conducive to our welfare ia all respects, 
whieh eenseyuently, were there no law enactmg them, 


INQUIRER. 


we should in wisdom choose to observe, and voluntarily 
impose them on ourselves; confessing them to be fit mat- 
ters of law, as inmost advantageous and requisite te the 
~ood, geveral and particular, of mankind. 
Dr. 


SARROWS. 
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HOCTRINAL. 
“RELIC INQUIRER. 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS 


DIALOGUE BPETWEEN A UNITARIAN AND 
UNIVERSALIST. 
Unit. | think the doctrine of three persons in the God- 
head, equal ia power and glory, a palpable absurdity. 
Univ. In him (God). we live, and move, and have our 


being; therefore we are all persons in the Godhead, 


Unit. Well, you and I will not differ about these 
things. 

Univ. Doubtless we can agree well enough about the 
unity of God, but there is one thing wherein | think you 


are faulty; you are atways talking about future Judg- 


r, beware---because there is lore---; ment, and the retribution of eternity. Do you not be- 


heve wiih Paul, that “as many as have sinned in the law 
will be Judged by the law ?” 
Unit. I do. 


Unir. Well the law says, “And the anger of the Lord 





the curses written iu this book.” 


was kindled against this /and, (Judea) to bring upon it al! 


Now, Sir, do you be- 


‘ lieve that the land, there spoken of, is in a future state ? 


Unil. Oh no. 


Univ. Well if the land where ali the curses of the Jay 


| were to ‘be suffered is not ina future etate, how ean the 


Judgment, or the retribution of those who sinned in the 
ij land, be in a future state? 
Unit. Ah, Sir, I do not care to dispute you about this ;— 


a@ 
pees) 


{ wish to be charitable ;—it may be as you say ;—but you 
know, Sir, thai only the meaner sort of people upheld 
your doctriae, 

Univ. So then it is the meaner scrt who uphold the 
truth, and the honcrable sort who uphold error! 


J, BROOKS 


—_—~<g-——- 
POR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
DIALOGUE BETWEEN A UNIVERSALIST ANP 


CALVINIST. 
l’, Will you have the goodness to state te me your 


4 
ce 


opinion concerning the future state of infants ? 

G. My opinion is, that ell infeuts are included in the 
covenant of redemption; and therefore, that all infants 
will be saved. 

U. Well, Sir, all mankind are, or have been, infants ; 
and cousequently, are all included m the coveuant of re- 
demption. Will not all mankind be saved, ca your own 
principles : 

C.(Stammering) l—I—I—have given you—my—views. 


ANOTHER. 


,. 





7’, T understand you to say there will be no alteration 
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alter death: yet that some will be saved, and some damn- | 


ed, afier death. Now, Sir, will it make no alteration to 
save or damn a person * 

C. We mean that there will be no alteration in the 
moral characters of people after death. 

U. And do you suppose that any person dies in a per- 
fectly mghteous state ? 

C. Oh no ; but those who have in a great measure be- 
come righteous, will be perfectly so atter death, and those 
who are ina great measure unrighteous, at death, will be- 
come completely so afterwards. 

U. But, dear Sir, do you not see that you make an 
alteration in the moral character after denth, in this way 
Ant what reason can be given why a man, wholly siaful, 
may not be freed from his sins, as well as a man partly 
sinful, can be freed from his, after death ? 

C. True, that is a question worthy of consideration; | 
will think of at. : 

U. Nell, Sir, let me remind yon, that “Christ both 
died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both 
of the dea! aad living ” Please to inform me, when I see 
you again, how Cirist can be Lord of a person, while 
that person remains rebeilions. 

J. BROOKS. 





—_—_——- — —- —- 2 


_ASSOCIATOINS. 








FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


FRANELIN. 


Agreeable to adjournment, the Franklin Asssociation of 
Universalists convened at Wilmington, Vt. on Wednes- 
day, the 19th of Oct. ult. The day was-pieasant and we 
enjoyed a delightful season. The number who attended 
would, however, have been considerably augmented, had 
it not been for a mistake in the Portland Religious [nte!- 
ligencer, which circulates in and about Wilmington. It 
was stated in that paper, that the Association would be 
convened on Wednesday and Thursday ; this led the peo- 
ple to expect the preaching principally on Thursday.— 
Whereas it has never been continued over one day, and 
that was notified, by the clerk, in the Inquirer and Maga- 
zine, tobe Wednesday. However, a very considerable 
number of people aitented, though at a late hour, and 
heard two discourses, which were all that could econven- 
iently be dispensed to them. It is believed that those who 
heard received the word with all readiness of mind, an’ 
had great joy and peace in believing. Mav the Lord es- 
tablish their hearts, and lead them effectually by his zood- 
ness, throuch repentance, into the full light of truth and 
obedience, an, as their graces increase and shine, may 
multitudes aro: nd them see their good works, and glorify 
our Father in heaven. Let us all be mindful, that wheth- 
er we live, we live unto the Lord, or whether we die, we 
die unto the Lord; so that whether we live or die, we are 
the Lord's, that we may feel our ob'igations to love, serve, 


aad obey him. The yoke of Christ is easy, and his bur- 


den is light; for the law of his mouth is better unto us 
than thousands of gold and silver. O that our hearts might 
be captivated with its moral beauty! then should we find 
that in keeping the statutes of the Lord there is great re- 
ward, and that to serve him day and night in his temple 
would be the perfection of happimess. Alas! how little 
do men appear to love their Saviour’s law! They will at- 
tend to worldly interests without hire, because they love 
thousands of gold and silver; but to the law of the Lord, 
the Saviour of the soul, they will not attend, unless they 
are promised a vast compensation for it in a future world. 
Let them be promised this vast reward; the promise is 
sood for nothing, and the service it induces is good for no- 
thing. If ye love me (saith Christ) ye will keep my com- 
mandments, and my Father will love you, and we will 
come unto you and make our abode with you. Remem- 
ber this; and remember al-o that Christ says, my reward 
is with me, to give every mau according as his work shall 
be. Therefore, if ye have not found your reward, ye have 
not found him whose reward is with him; and if ye are 
gazing up into heaven in expectation of being rewarded 
there for your services here, believe me you never will be 
compensated tor such idleness. ‘If ye love me, ye will 
keep my commandments.’ And what are they? “Love 
vour enemies; do good to them hate you, and pray fer 
them that despitefully use you and persecute you.’ But 
now shall | be rewarded for all this? *There is no man 
that heth forsaken house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, 
or childven, for the kingdom of God. who shall not receive 
manifold more now, in this present time. The reward 
then is as sure as the service, and as near as the present 
time. But there is a mighty difference, my brethren, be- 
tween a hypocritical show of devotion to Christ and his 
cause, and that sincere attachment, which, of itself, indu- 
ces one to obey Christ without expecting any reward, but 
the pleasure of his service. 


‘If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments,’ and 
therefore there is no necessity of promising a reward of aw 
extranecus and foreign nature. My brethren, have you 
and | enzaged in the cause of Christ merely because we 
love him’? Are we preaching his gospel merely because 
we love the gospel. Are we endeavoring to persuade 
men to embrace the gospel, solely for the moral good there 
is inthe gospel? Do we do this, or do we promise our- 
selves and others a compensation in another world for de- 
votion to this righteous cause? It is easy enough, by the 
promise of great things, to make hypocritical professsors ; 
but it is not a very easy thing to captivate their hearts 
with moral truth, and thus to make genuine converts to 
christianity. I make these remarks, brethren, because I 
perceive that we are inclined to glory in the augmentation 


perhaps, if we were to estimate genuine disciples only, we 
should glory in nothing save the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The grand question is, not how the number of 





nominal Universalists may be increased, but, how may 


of numbers, which is rapidly made to our cause, when, | 
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people be induced so to love Christ, and his gospel, that |i 


they will become obedient, and devote “their lives and for- 
tunes” to the cause of religious liberty, as our fathers did 
theirs to that of political liberty. 

The Franklin Association adjourned to meet at Whiting- 
ham, Vt. on the third Wednesday of October, 1826. 

JOHN BROOKS, Clerk. 
—_—»>— 
HUDSON RIVER. 

On the 2d of Nov. ult. a number of ministers and del- 
egates met at Hudson, N. Y. for the purpose of consider- 
ing the expediency of organizing a new Association on the 
banks of the Hudson. After duly weighing the object of 
the meeting, they concluded to form an Association, ~vhose 
limits should extend from Lake Champlain to the Atlan- 
tic, and to call it the “Hudson River Association.” Dur- 
ing the session three Sermons were delivered, and all the 
mecessary arrangements completed for the regularity of 
future proceedings, when the Association was adjourned 
to meet at Danbury, Con. on the second Wednesday and 
Thursday of September, 1826. All societies now existing 
within the bounds of this Association, or such as may be 
formed previous to its first session, are earnestly requested 
to send delegates to represent them in the Association. 

The Circular, which accompanies the Minutes, gives a 
rapid and atruly animating sketch of the rise, progress, 
obstructions and present state of Universalism in Ameri- 
ca, and shows the sentiment to be in a more flourishing 
state than at any former period of its history on this con- 
tinent. 

— 
GENESEE BRANCH. 

The Genesee Branch Association convenied at Parma 
on the last Wednesday of September, 1825, granted the 
request of the Chautaugue Association to become a sep- 
erate body, and designated their limits, received the soci- 
eties in Lima and Hopewell into fellowship, suspended 
Br. Levi Sadler for one year, in consequence of com- 
plaints brought against him by the committee of discipline, 
ef neglect of ministerial duties, and immoral conduct, and 
directed said committee to inform him of his suspension, 
and to require him to show cause, if any there be, why 
fellowship should not be edtirely withdrawn at the next 
meeting of the Association; resolved that this body shall 
hereafter be called the ‘Genesee Association of Univer- 
salists, in fellowship with the Western Association; ap- 
pointed committees to attend the Chautaugue, the Cay- 
uga, the Black River, the Western and the Chenango 
Association in 1826; granted a letter of fellowship to Br. 
James B. Shannon ; voted to disapprove of all titles, but 
those which the Scriptures apply to Christ’s first disciples; 
resolved to recommend to the societies in fellowship, the 
ebservance of the 4th of July, 1826, asa day of public 
Thanksgiving and Praise, and adjourned to meet at West 
Mendon, Monrve county, the last Wednesday of Septem- 
ber, 1826. The circular exhibits a gladdeaing prospect 





in the West, of accessions to the cause of God and holi- 
ness. May we lengthen our cords and strengthen our 
states, till the whole family shall worship at one altar, 
and the light of heaven smile on a happy world. 
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“ Earnestly contend d for th the faith.” 


SEER EL Ee EEE EEE E EEE EEEEE TEETER EEEEEEEEEEE RESET EEEEEEREEEE REET EEH SHEEEEEEEEEER EES 
FOOSE Hee e HEE EEE E HEHE HEE E TEE EEEO EES THEE EEEEEEEE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEE HEHEHE EEE EEEE ORTHO OOD 


Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right 2—GENESIS 
xvii. 25. 

Gross misconceptions having long existed on this sub- 
ject, it may be well to give it some examination, lest, trust- 
ing in the correctness of commonly received opinions, we 
make no advancement from the ignorance of former or 
present time, but continue in the mist that enwraps a large 
portion of the community. . Few persons seem disposed to 
question Protestant wfailibility m the ex) osition of the 
scriptures, if the commentator chance to be arthodox ; but 
if he doubt the truth of ancient opinions, or scruple to re~ 
ceive modern fancies without proof, he is at once denoun- 
ced as a poor obstinate schismatic, though he may sustain 
the fairest character, possess the strongest understanding, 
and have the most intimate acquaintance with all litera- 
ture, sacred and profane. This is a reason why no person 
should be deterred from the profoundest investigation of 
the scriptures on all points of consequence, as vo doctrine 
has any claim to acceptance, which does nut come sup- 
ported by clear, by intelligible evidence. Should any be 
disinclined to scrutinize the sacred records in the most per- 
severing manner, lest his conclusions might not agree with 
those of the ancients, or his contemporaries, he will proba- 
bly treat human speculations with more regard than the 
revelation of God, and more readily accede to the decrees 
of synods and councils, than to the declaration of the 
King and Judge of heaven and earth. Were not this un- 
willingness to make researches in God’s revelation, or to 
disclose the result of the most diligent canvass painfully 
frequent, this article should not go before the public; but 
impelled by a sense of duty to God and our fellow-chris- 
tians, we have gone into the subsequent analysis, and now 
give it to the community. 

1. What is right? right is the giving to each his due, or 
what he has earned ; it is treating each and all impartial- 
ly according to their deserts, without the least respect of 
persons, or the least concession in favor of an individual. 
Perhaps a better idea of justice or equity cannot be fur- 
nished, than the one presented in the similitude of the ac- 
curately balanced scales. By this figure we ure taught 
tat when right is done, merit and reward are equiponder- 
ent, desert in one scale exactly balancing compensation in 
the other. Should remuneration exceed the due, or mer- 
it excel the reward, right would not be done, but the act 
would be wrong in the same degree it might be unequal, 





or that either scale preponderated. When equity pre- 
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come ind punishment, virtue and reward are gue 


a . ’ . . + 7 > 
( aliv weighed, so that as mucl. az there is of guilt, so much 
(here is of pain, and as much as there ‘s of promity, so 

c) there isofremiuncration. “The idea of justice, tous 


a . . ——— 
fied, ean be easily understood and long remembereu, 


; , 
hout mistake or hesitation, and read- 


vract-cally applied wit 
31s + nruished from all counterfetis From this defini- 
tion it f Toews, that whentwo or more are in exactly the 
same condemnation, they must receive the same punish- 
ment; for shonld one or more be set free, and the others 
ehastized according to their deserts, the act would be ine- 


gnitable iu the same degree it would be unequal. In oth- 
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punishment to one «ccording to his desert 
j 


er words, that is not justice, which accurately metes a 


it from another, when his deserts are the same. 
moment anv thing ealled equ 
rewards in even scales, it loses the title of right, and be-; 
comes injustice to the same extent thal it treats one better 
and another worse than he deserves. Or should it chas- 
tize one according to his merits, and liberate another trem 
rizhteous punishment, it would most certainly vielate eur 
every idea of justice by this inequality of administration, 
ind wear the character of unr'ghieousness and cruelty. 
Let this couesse, but plain and simple definition of right be 
kept ia mind througa this analytreal inquiry, and the re- 
sult must satisfv the understanding, however the feelings 
muy be wounded by conclusions that the mind cannot re- 
2. Will God do richt to each one in all times, places and 
crcimstances? or willhe be unexceptionably justthrough- 
out the eternity of his governinent ? 
Je serptare which heads this article is not considered 
he a question in inet, though it is in form, but a mo-t 
ia declaration that the Jadge of all the earth will do 
ht; that he will not treat the richteous and the wicked 
ive same manner, though one should have as much o! 
ther of evil, but that he will reward 
: accorling to tus character, and exactly proportion the 
Joy or on.nto the merit or demerit of the recipient. 

i his move of express:on is frequently used im the sacred 
wriings, and generally affirms in the most strong, in the 
most positive manner. Wien Cain asked God if he were 
his brothers seeper, his meaning was, [do not keep ly 
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servaul a doy, that 


brother. said to Elisha the prophet, is thy 
he should do this great thing? his 
meaning was, Lam not suflicientiy hardened in blood and 
cruelty to commit tae horrible deeds winch thou hast de- 
clared | shall perpetrate. When the King of Israel said 
in reply to Naamaa: letter, am I God, to kill, and to make 


alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a wan 


of hus leprosy ? his answer was, Jam not Gi d that [ should’ 


eomply with his reguest. Whena woman 
Kong, during the tamine in Samaria, saying, uielp, my lord, 
© Kiag ! he rephed, if the Lord do not help thee, whence 


shal! | uelp thee ; out of tie b. rn- floor or out of the wine- 





See: ae —r 
visions, he could render her no assistanee, But it is un- 


necessary to multiply instances of this kind, when it is the 
common practice at the present day to put the strongest as- 
sertions into the form of a question. The scripture at the 
head of this article may then be considered abundant 
proof that God wil do rivht in all times, places ant cir- 
cumstances, to each and all forever; but more extended 
evidence may perhaps remove doubts from some minds, 
and render the conceptions of all mare clear and definite. 
The psalmist addressing God says, justice and judgment 
are the habitation of thy throne; mercy and truth shali go 
before thy face. Bildad says, doth God pervert judgment ? 


Gr doth the Almighty pervert justice? In Deuteronomy, 


y s, and witholds|the Lord addressing Israel says, For the Lord your God ie 
- : 
For the; God of gods, ard Lord of lords,a great God, a mighty, 


ty ceases to weigh actions and jand a terrible, who regardeth not persons, nor taketh re- 


ward. These passages concur in proving Ged’s invincible 
love of justice, his determination to execute it without so- 
licitation or hire, and his solemn resolve that no bribe 
shall darken his perception, or hinder the infliction of 
righteous punishment. Say ye to the righteous that if 
snall be well with them; for they shall eat the fruit of 
their doings. Wo unto the wicked! it shall be ill with 
him; for the reward of his hands shall be given him.--- 
While God continues of this mind, justice and judgment 
will be impartially exeeuted through the whole of his do- 
minion,on all the subjects of his moral government.--- 
Should he change, the balances of righteousness would not 
be correctly adjusted, he would become 2 respecter of per- 
sons, partiality would enter into his adjudications and the 


Judge of all the earth wonld not do right. Buthis revela- 





tion declares that he is in one mind, and who can turn him? 
and what hissoul desireth, even that he doeth; that the 
Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent; for he is not a 
inan, that he should repent; that God is not a man, that 
he should le, neither the son of man that heshould re- 
pent. Hath hesaid, and shall he not do it? or hath he 
spoken, and shall he not make it good? That he changes 
not, that he is without variableness, or shadow of turnings 
| To be cont sured. | 
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THE MISERIES OF SINNING. 





cried to the’ 


press? evideniiy ineaniueg, that uniess God furs! 12d pro- | 


The following observations from Noah's National Adro- 
cale show 10 a most forcible manner the dreariness of guil- 


ty and solitary confinement, especially to those who are 


lull of hope that life may be replete with enjoyment, and 
who, in the cloudless morning of existence, fancy the rep- 
resertations of age and experience, the counsels of the 
wise and tender expostulations of the good are both uselese 
and cruel. The condition of these lads should excite the 
deepest attention of youth to their own ease, lest, trusting 
,to their imagined security in vice, or fancied exemption 
from ruin, they should heedlessly disregard this warning of 


| heaven and fall headlong into destruction. Those, whe 


are yet tree from the crimes that have shut these youtlts 


out trom the light, aad the sesiety of man, should ooasidter 
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the tendency of vain and staful company, the strength of 


evil habits, 
which attend the guilty, and determine to remember their, 





the pain, shame, and unavoidable perdition ' 


Createv in the days of their youth, while the evil days! 


come not, nor the years draw aigh, when they shall say, 
It should be their settled 
purpose to heed the instraction of Ged, to examine it fre- 


quently with strong cries and prayers to him for light and 


we have no pleasure in them. 


guidance in the way of truth and peace, lest, confiding in 


+ 


breese of suimmer, wary the Lbrac ng wroi winter, ‘ibere 
still comfort in calamity; bat alas, what sitvation can be 
,more wre ‘tehed than coufinemeut ta the solitary cells of a 
| prison !— Vina was made for society, he is wreiched with- 
out it, aad ile fate of these youths should make a deep iia- 
pression Upon our appreatices generally, aud admonish 
them to avoid vice aud intemperance, aud accustom them- 
selves to industry, sobriety and civility. 
Contrast the present and past situation of those captive 
boys. They have a!l pareats and relutions,to whom they 
ure reciprocally attached; they enjoyed the comfort and 
happiness of ome; the endearing attention and affection- 





their own ubil ty to resist evil and overcome temptation, 
they be involved in many snares, and sink into black and 
hopeless ruin. And those who have begun to decline from 
the path of virtue, who have joined the company and shar- 
ed in the crimes of the abandoned, 
their dranken orgies and sallied forth to alarm the unof- 
fending and disturb the repose of the sober, should reflect 
should forsake the 
foolish and go in the way of understanding, or their eud 
may be most calamitous at the block, the scaffold, or in the 
They 
should well understand that God has threatened the sinful 


on the impending judgments of God, 


dungeon, and they may expire without hope. 


with the most awful punishment, and that his veracity is 
pledged for the execution of his every menace; that he is 
as faithful in rewarding the wicked as the virtuous, ani 
that he will by no means suffer the guilty to escape unpun- 
ished. ‘They should also recoHect that if they would love 
life, and see good days, they must refrain their tougue from 
evil, aud their lips, that they speak no guile; that they 
must avoid evil and do good, seek peace and pursue it.— 
For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, 
ears are open to their p 
avainst them that do elt, 


tertain no fears, but of their own unfaithfulness, for wh« 


er what can harin them if they be followers of that whicli 
is good? but mthe slavery of sin the case is quite differ- 
ent, as they are constantly troubled with terr fic apprehen- 
sions from within and without, God having detlared the 


way of the transgressor hard, and that the wicked have no] excladed from the fellowship ef 


peace. 


who have revelled in} 


wayers; but the face of the Lord is 
In God's service they need en- 


May the grace of a merciful God preserve the in-| meeting in Baltimore. 


ate solicitude of mothers, brothers, and friends; their litile 
wauts were gratified; their reasonable pleasures promo- 
ted; they rose early to work, and, im the ship yard or on 
the shop board, with the plumb of the mason, and the 
plane of the carpenter, or, in the ordinary mechanical pur- 
suits, they were treading a career of usefulness, honor, 
wealth, and happiness; the hope of their families, and 
probably of theirconntry. Now mark the sad reverse !-— 
In seven solitary cells, dark as night, without a voice to 
cheer them, these unfortunate boys now lic. In ope cor- 
ner is their hard and comiortless bed. no sound breaks up- 
on their benumbed ears and chilled faculties, save the gra- 
ting of ponderous bolts, when they are withdrawn to ad- 
mit the mute and surly goaler, who places the coarse 
meal of bread and water oa the stone tabie and retires in 
silence. Nogtateful voice of parents or relations is heard 
—those voices which called them to their meals, warne i 
them to their beds, attended them in their sickness, and 
were jocuud and free with them inhealth. The sound of 
cannon, the “spirit-stirring drum,” the shouts of freemen, 
the joyiul music of the band heard on our national avai- 
versary, reached pot their prison. ‘There they sit, coiled 
up iu a corner, shivering with damps and apprehensions — 
shut out from the world—derkness, drearimess and sickness 
of heart, suriounding and afiecting them. ‘This is not a 
highly colored picture; it is unfortauately a true sketch. 





and his| Let it warn our youth to beware oi bad company—to sitio 


bad habits—to Keep themselves out of bro:ls aud mmschief 
—to be indu-irious aad economical, and calculate upon 
the arrival of that time, when they are to take a place a- 
»}monz their felluw-citizens and ewra for themselves reputa- 
tion and bread. 


—_—— gr — 

MR. DUNCAN axp tue PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD. 
This gentlemaa, whom we meutioned in our last, w: 

the Synod at their late 


ihe New-York Observer stuics 


mocent youth from crime, and reclaim those who have} the occurrence in the following manner ; 


strayed, cr who are beginning to stray from the path o 
wisdom, virtue, peace, 


“[}] habits gather by unseen degrees, 
As brooks run rivers, rivers swell tu seas.” 


“The human mind ne’er knows a state of rest, 
Bad grows to worse, and better leads to best.” 


SOLITARY CONFINEMENT. 


The lads lately convicted of manslaughter, have, in|! 


i} “From the Minutes of the synod of Philadelphia at thei 
recent meeting in baltimore, we perceive that the pastoral 
relation heretofore subsisting between the Kev. Johu Vi. 
Duncan and the Associate ef rmed Congregation of Bal- 
timore, and the a relation between the Rev. € has. 
G. Lean and the congregation of Gettysburg, have beca 
dissolved by a aE tk iol Sy not 1, in consequence of their 
withdrawing fromand deelining the jurisdiction of the Pres+ 
hytlervan Church in the United States of lmerica, aad the 
said congrerations are declared to be vacant, and are at- 
tached to aud pat ander the care of the Presbyteries of 


. sired eile 2 
vonformity with their sentence, beea each placed jn the Baltimore and Carlisle respectively. 
eeclls of the state prison. ‘These cells are dark stone rooms,; Our ancestors protested against the arbitrary and usurp- 


scarcely ten feet in length, and sx i breadth; eold an 
dreary, and dismal. ‘Though coufinement at hard labou 


j 


ed authority of tie Rowan Pontiff, the y coutended’ against 


+ 


. . ¥ & ‘tain fo — . " oj s Baolis) “horeh an? 
in the state prison carries with it an odium difficult to shake certain forms and robes used in the Eaglish Church, Tt 


off, yet still there isa gleam of hope and a ray of comfort. 


The convict labors with his fellow conviet; exercise give 


him health aud appetite; be sees the tace of man; he 


takes his meals aud sleeps with his unfortunate eompan 


tons; he enjoys the light of day ; the rays of the sun; tie! Dutch, « valid reason for 


thought an order of uniformity a sufficient cause for revic- 


val to Holland, and a fear that their childr 


s 


en might be 
corrupted, or their ite communi ity blended with the 


their migration te the wilds e4 
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America; and yet their descendants submit to ecclesiasti- 
cal domiuation, supported by more slender authority than 
the hierarchy ci Rome or England, with all the humility 
of en Algerine slave, who has received the bastinado. It 
is matter of joy that Messrs. Duucan and M’Lean, and a 
few bold confessors of christian liberty are disposed to re- 
sist the exercise of power in the concerns of religion, and 
to defend the right of private judgment, and the sufficiency 
of the scriptures for all purposes of faith or practice. 

The Christian Inquirer says Mr. Duncan is beloved and 
highly esteemed by a// his numerous congregation, except 
some six or eight intolerant bigots, and that it is not correct 
that he withdrew from or declined the “jurisdiction of the 
Presbyterian Church.” It is earnestly hoped the societies, 
from which these gentlemen have been most cruelly ex- 
pelled, will have sufficient firmness to retain them, and 
that they will pay more regard to their own judgment and 
the feelings of their hearts, than to all the doings and 
threatenings of the Presbyterian Synod, or any hierarchy 
on earth. 

— — 
Renunciation of Trinitarian Worship and Communion, by 
a Baptist Missionary Student, in India. 

We learn by the Christian Reformer that a student, who 
has been for several years unijer the instructions of the 
Missionaries at Serampore, with a view to the ministry, 
and who has been employed in the superintendence of one 
of their out-stations, has become a Unitarian, written a 
letter to Dr. Carey stating the grounds of his new belief, 
and left the Missionaries. It appears that he has been a 
member of the Baptist church, meeting in the Loll Bazar, 
for 12 years, and that during the time he was employed as 
an instructor among the Indians, he had strong doubts of 
the truth of those doctrines he had been taught, and was 
then sent to teach. 

— 
DEDICATION. 


On Thursday the 17th ult. the new Universanian 
Cuurcn, lately erected in the township of Brooklyn, 
Susquehanna county, Penn. was solemnly dedicated to the 
service of Almighty God. ‘Lhe introductory prayer was 
made by Rev. Mr. Brgins, a Vethodist clergyman, who 
being present was invited into the desk; the dedicatory 
prayer by brother Neuson Doo.itTLE, and the sermon 
by the Editor of this paper, from Gen. xxviii. 16, 17; 
closing prayer by Br. DoourttTi.£. Appropriate hymns 
and an anthem was sung by an axcellent choir of singers. 
There was a very large aud respectable auditory, who 
listened with deep attention, and seemed to be impressed 
witha feeling sense of gratitude for the privilege thus 
enjoyed, and the blessings of such a valuable house, in 
this section of country. Candid Examiner. 

—<-_—_. 

Forgeries.—A fellow who goes by the name of Joseph 
Crawford, who kept a shoe store in the Bowery, and a few 
years since was a methodist preacher in Albany, has been 
detected in forging the name of a respectable and wealthy 
merchant in this city, as an endorser on his notes of band, 
and by that means defrauded three of our banks to a con- 
siderable amount. We understand the Grand Jury have 
found bills agamst him. but that he has made his escape, 

I He is 





and has hitherto elated all attempts to trace him. 
said to be about 55 years of age. Ev. Post. 


Or 


FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


The following communication in verse, is from the pen 
of a lady, recently a member of a Presbyterian Church 
in Pleasant Valley ; but now a firm believer in God’s im- 
partial goodness. The sentiments avowed, and the sen- 
sations expressed in this poetical effusion, will read‘ly be 
recognized with a kindred spirit by numbers, who have 
passed the stormy sea of orthodoxy, and found rest to 
their souls in the haven of truth. 


CONVERSION. 


The following lines were composed while confined to a 
sick bed last winter; they were the effusions of a mind at 
peace. ‘The first stanzas refer to the gloom my mind had 
endured, a considerable part of the time for several years; 
but for that very gloom, I have reason to adore a faithful 
Creator, and to say, with the Psalmist, “Before | was af- 
flicted | went astray, but now have I kept thy word.” 


Long o’er temptation’s boist’rous seas, 

My sad, my gloomy mind was toss’d ; 
A mind enfeebled by disease, 

Each earthly hope and } rospect lost. 
Dark waves of unbelief oppress’d, 

Hoarse blasts of terror round me blew; 
By night dread visions broke my rest, 

By day my bread like ashes grew. 


The heavens were veil’d in shades of wo, 
Red lightnings piere’d the stormy deep : 
Did tears relieve my spirit? No! 
My bran was dry, I could not weep. 
My woe-worn mind refus’d relief, 
And o'er the fearful surges drove ; 
But boundless mercy saw my grief, 
And whisper’d, sweetly, God is love. 


Amazed I stood, the storm was hush’d— 
Blest light broke in on ev'ry side ; 
The dem as of despair were crush’d, 
And o'er smooth seas | <eem’d to glide 
Before unbounded Love [ knelt, 
No more in doubt and fear to rove, 
I felt my wearted spirit melt 
Into the ocean of that love. 


Dear Father, look with kind regard, 
Thy erring child fi. rgive and own, 
Who view'd thee as a master hard, 
As reaping where thou hadst not sown. 
Now let me sing restoring grace, 
The talent thou hast lent improve, 
Lead those that mourn to seek thy face, 
And learn with me that God is love. 


My soul enlarged, and free indeed, 

In faith triumphing, looks abroad ; 
Beholds a world from bondage treed, 

And sin, and pain. and death destroy'd : 
With joy extatic ha:ls the Son, 

W ho came tire Father's grace io prove; 
That all in him at length made one, 

Might join the chorus—God is love. 


I hope to spend my latest breath 

Adoring him that’s strong to save; 
Exclaiming, Where's thy sting, O death! 

And, Where's thy victory, vanquish’d grave ! 
Srake forth, ye hills, in ceaseless songs, 

Let sweetest anthems fill each grove, 
And earth, with her unnumber’d tongues, 


Repeat the theme that Godislove! M. W 








